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Talk about this 

ISSUE ONLINE AT 
WWW.DARKHORSE.COM/ 
COMMUNITY/BOARDS 


HDtCDmic.net 



















THREE MOUTHS AGO, IV 
HAVE BET ANY AMOUNT AGAINST 
ME EVER AGAIN SETTING 
FOOT ON THE PLANET. 


I'M ON 


RYUSHI. 


AGAIN. 



...TO FOSTER AN 
ALLIANCE BETWEEN 
THE HUNTERS AND 
HUMANITY. 


HEY, JUST BECAUSE 
SOMETHING'S IMPOSSIBLE, 
DOESN'T MEAN YOU 
SHOULDN'T TRY. STEP 
ONE IS COMPLETE-I'VE 
ESTABLISHED MY BONA 
FIDES WITH THE HUNTERS. 


NOW WE'LL SEE 
IF THEY'RE WILLING 
TO TALK... 


.OR IF THEY'RE 
GOING TO 
KILL US ALL. 
















































r —I HAD > 
SURPRISE ON 
MY SIDE THAT 
TIME. THEY WON'T 
LET ME DO 
ANYTHING LIKE 
k THAT AGAIN, a 


I THINK 
IT'S GOING 
TO WORK. 


W" RflSL I'LL ^ 
NEED YOU TO COME WITH 
ME WHEN I GO TO TALK TO 
THEM. YOU DON'T NEED TO SAY 
ANYTHING—IN FACT, I'D PREFER 
YOU DIDN'T. I JUST NEED 
V YOU TO DO ONE , 


THING 

































































/ NO WAY. > 
YOU PUT ONE 
PAST ME JUST 
NOW, BUT I'M 
NOT LETTING YOU 
GO INTO THEIR 
„ NEST WITHOUT 
V ME! < 




FIRST OF 
ALL, THEY DON'T 
HAVE A "NEST," 
BUT I AM GOING 
IN THERE WITHOUT 
v YOU. 


IF EVERYTHING 
GOES TO HELL, YOU 
NEED TO GET CLEAR. 
SAVE WHOEVER ELSE 
YOU CAN, BUT YOU 
. MAKE IT HOME. 


\ «. 


LISTEN TO ME. N 
I CAN'T LET THE 
Jn HUNTERS SEE THAT 
^ THERE'S ANYTHING 
BETWEEN US. THEY'D 
M TAKE IT AS A SIGN OF 
WEAKNESS—-AND IT 
yd WOULD MAKE YOU 
-A A TARGET IF THIS 
\ WHOLE THING 
\ GOES SOUTH. > 

„XV s , 































































THERE 
THEY 60. 


won 

Tj£L\ V \ 














































WE FOLLOW OUR HOSTS. IC/HI 
HERR RRST'S BRERTH/HG--TOO FRST 
FOR OUR MIHOR EXERTIOH. 



I'M NOT SO 
CERTRIH THRTI 
HRVERHY MORE 
COHTROL OVER 
MYSELF THRH 
RRST DOES. 


WE'RE BOTH 
THIHIUHG THE 
SRME THIHG- 



RRE WE BEIHG 
LED TO OUR 
SLAUGHTER? 























































THEY'VE 
BEEN ©ONE 
A LONS TIME, 
ROWDY. 


YEAH, BUT 
NOT LON© 
ENOUSH 
TO PANIC, 
SARSE. 


AND NOT 
LON© ENOUSH 
TO BOTHER THE 
GUARDS. 


FIVE. 

THERE'S ONE 
OVER BY THAT 
BOULDER. 


YER RISHT. 

I MISSED HIM. 
HELL OF ft THINS, 
SETTIN© OLD. 


BEATS THE 
ALTERNATIVE 




















































^ SHE SPENT > 
MORE THAN A YEAR 
WITH THE HUNTERS. SHE 
KNEW THEY'D RESPOND 
TO A SHOW OF 
v. FORCE. ^ 


HOW DID 
MS. NOGUCHI 
KNOW? 


SHE SEES 
THE SAME THINGS 
EVERYBODY ELSE 
DOES, BUT SHE 
SEES WHERE THEY 
LEND TO... 


WELL, IT'S 
JUST HOW 
HER MIND 
WORKS. 


THAT'S 
NOT WHAT 
I MEANT... 


...GUESSES WHAT'S 
GOING TO HAPPEN NEXT. 
IT'S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE 
TO HIDE ANYTHING 
FROM HER. ^ 


...I MEAN, 
HOW DID SHE 
KNOW I WAS A 
SYNTHETIC? 


r IT MAKES HER ^ 
GREAT AT HER JOB, BUT 
IT ALSO MAKES HER HELL TO 
LIVE WITH SOMETIMES...THE WAY 
SHE PUTS THINGS TOGETHER 
VT SO FAST... > 


r LIKE OUR 
FRIENDS OUT THERE. 
SOMETHING'S GOT 
THEM AGITATED-LOOK 
. AT THEM GO! 


YOU CAN SEE 
mn-CLEMLY, 
I MEAN? 


YES. I'M 

EQUIPPED TO SEE 
BOTH ENDS OF THE 
SPECTRUM-RANGES 
BEYOND HUMAN 
CAPABILITIES. 


^ SHE SPENT > 
MORE THAN A YEAR 
WITH THE HUNTERS. SHE 
KNEW THEY'D RESPOND 
TO A SHOW OF 
v. FORCE. ^ 


HOW DID 
MS. NOGUCHI 
KNOW? 


THAT'S 
NOT WHAT 
I MEANT... 


...I MEAN, 
HOW DID SHE 
KNOW I WAS A 
SYNTHETIC? 





































































































JOHNSON! 
WHAT'S GOING 
ON? WHO GAVE 
THE ORDER TO 
MOVE OUT? 


MISTER ELLIS, 
SARGE. HE SAID 
MS. NOGUCHI 
NEEDED OUR 
HELP! 


I DON'T 
CARE! I'M NOT 
GOING TO LET 
ANYTHING— 


-HAPPEN 
TO HER...?! 


ELLIS, WAIT! ^ 
WE DON'T KNOW 1 
WHAT WE'RE 
CHARGING INTO. 

WE DON'T EVEN 
KNOW IF MACHIKO / 
REALLY NEEDS A 

lL us - 4 

DIDN'T SHE 
V ORDER US TO 
■ STAY WITH THE 
SHIP, NO MATTER 
arv WHAT? 
































































THE SIGH LANGUAGE I LEARNED 
FROM THE HUNTERS IS INEXACT 
AND TIME CONSUMING, BUT 
SINCE THE HUMAN THROAT CANT 
REPRODUCE THEIR SPOKEN 
WORDS, I DON'T HAVE A CHOICE. 


BUT PROGRESS IS MADE. IT'S 
GOOD TO SEE THAT THE MARK 
THAT BROKEN TUSK BRANDED 
ME WITH STILL CARRIES SOME 
WEIGHT. BETTER TO REALIZE 
THAT THIS PART OF THE CLAN 
IS UNAWARE OF WHAT WENT 
DOWN ON BUNDA. 


I GUESS THAT MEANS NONE 
OF THE HUNTERS SURVIVED 
THAT EXPEDITION. DOESN'T 
EXACTLY BREAK MY HEART. 




WHAT? 


THEY 

THINK YOU'RE 
HILARIOUS. 


THEY CAN BE 
THERE IN THREE 
WEEKS. THEY'RE 
WONDERING WHAT 
THEY NEED US 
V FOR. y 









































































EASY, 

COLONEL. DON'T 
GIVE THEM AN 
EXCUSE TO STICK 
A SPEAR THROUGH 
YOUR HEAD... 


"NEED US'? 
IT'S OUR FIGHT! 
THERE'S A HUMAN 
COLONY- 































































WE PIECE IT TOGETHER 
LATER. THE HUHTERS HAP 
CAPTURED A QUEEN 
BUS— MAYBE SOME 
SURVIVOR THAT 
HATCHED FROM THE 
MESS I MADE OF 
PROSPERITY WELLS 
TEN YEARS AGO. 


...AND NOW HER FEW 
REMAINING CHILDREN WERE 
TRYING TO SAVE HER. 


GET 

BEHIND ME, 
TALBOT. 


THEY'D WIPED 
OUT MOST OF 
HER BROOD 
DURING THE 
CAPTURE... 









































































































































































IT WAS ALMOST 
OVER BY THE 
TIME RASTAHD 
I ARRIVED. 


ALMOST. 







































_/ PUT SOME 

^ f FIRE ON THAT 
/ ' l THINS! BRINS 
—%A IT DOWN! 


Mr 

SHOOT! 


T THAT'S THE > 
BUSS' QUEEN. SHE'S 
THE REASON THE HUNTERS 
ARE HERE! THEY'LL USE 
HER ESSS TO STOCK 
V FUTURE HUNTS... V 


' ROWDY! 
WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITINS FOR? 
FIND A ROPE OR 
CMIE--LASSO 
. THAT THINS! . 


...IF YOU 
SHOOT HER, 
YOU'LL SINK 
OUR WHOLE 
MISSION! 


Aw, 

CHRIST. 


















































MACHIKO-- 
LISTEN TO ME. 

IF I SAY "LET 
GO'-YOU HAVE 
TO LET SO. 


DON'T 
YOU SAY IT, 
ELLIS! 



































































































































IF YOU 
EVER VO 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THAT 
AGAI-- 


K-K-K- 

K-HURNT! 


PIP THAT 
MEAN WHAT 
I THINK IT 
k MEANS? 




WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN A DISASTER TURNED _ 
OUT TO BE EXACTLY WHAT WAS NEEDED TO ™ 
CONVINCE THE HUNTERS TO AGREE TO RAST'S 
PLAN. IT WAS A FLUKE, BUT YOU TAKE YOUR 
VICTORIES WHERE YOU FIND THEM. 


AND YOU COUNT 
YOURSELF LUCKY THAT THE 
COSTS WEREN'T HIGHER. 
























































MACHIKO, 
FOR THE 
RECORD, I 
HATE THIS. 


I KNOW. BUT 
SOMEBODY HAS 
TO COORDINATE 
THE ATTACK... 


...AND I'M 
THE ONLY 
TRANSLATOR 
WE HAVE. 


TAKE CARE 
OF YOURSELF, 
ELLIS. 


SEN WEEKS LATER... -_ 

^ 1 *1 
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